Pituitary beta-endorphin content during spontaneous food intake and body weight cycles in the dormouse, Glis glis.
Pituitary beta-endorphin content was measured in dormice during several distinct phases of the infradian body weight cycle. No significant differences in opiate content among groups were found. It appears unlikely that pituitary concentrations of beta-endorphin have etiological significance in the development of spontaneous obesity in hibernators.